hoston special: shanty dan’s scene report 
interviews: big5,fun republic,loonee toons 
plus: local & international news, reader’s poll 
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international 


Californian outfit Dance Hall Crashers 
have reformed after a year and a half 
away from the scene. The band has 
undergone a number of line up changes 
including the recruitment of 
ex—Operation Ivy members Matt and Lint. 
Dance Hall Crashers are still led by 
Elyse Rogers, she also manages the band 
and fellow CA ska band Hepcat. Hepcat 
will soon be releasing a debut CD, Out 
Of Nowhere, on Moon Records. Both bands 
can be reached at; PO Box 40219, 
Berkeley, CA 94704, USA. 


The planned Stay Sharp International 
compilations on Sock It Records now look 
unlikely to ever see the light of day as 
Mark Brown, (editor of the Skinhead 
Scene & Rudies zine) who was organizing 
the albums, is now inactive on the 
Spanish scene. 


Better news comes in the shape of issue 
14 of Barcelona's finest export, the FBI 
skazine. Thirty-two pages thick this 
excellent Spanish language publication 
includes news, views and reviews from 
both the Spanish and International ska 
scenes. There are feature articles on 
Skatala, Prince Buster, The Busters, The 
Cosmics and Argentinian ska. For 
ordering details of this first-rate zine 
contact; Marc T, Ap. Co. 19170, 08080 
Barcelona, Spain. 


Jews 


After several years playing together and 
with only a demo tape to their name, 
Barcelona outfit Dr Calypso have at last 
confirmed that they are to release a 
debut album. The LP will probably see 
release on Tralla Records of Barcelona. 
Spain's best known ska band, Skatala, 
are also planning to record an album, 
while yet another Spanish outfit, 
Skarabajos, have released their debut LP 
titled Ya Era Hora on Sock It/Semaphone 
Records. 


Boston outfit Bim Skala Bim have a new 
contact address. They can now be reached 
at; PO Box 441606, Somerville, MA 02144, 
USA. Bim have recently completed an 
exclusive distribution deal with 
Relativity Entertainment Distribution (a 
division of CBS/Sony) and over the next 
4 years they have a number of releases 
planned for their new RED/BIB label. The 
first release is Bones, the superb new 
LP from Bim. January sees Bim out and 
about around the States to promote the 
release of Bones. Catch them live at; 
Jan 06 The Wetlands, NYC 

Jan 13 Cactus Club, San Jose CA 

Jan 14 Cattle Club, Sacramento CA 

Jan 15 Slims, San Francisco CA 

Jan 16 Club Fred, Fresno CA 

Jan 17 Warehouse, State Line Nevada 

Jan 18 Humptys, North Lake Tahoe 

Jan 20 Anaconda, Santa Barbara CA 

Jan 21 The Whiskey, Los Angeles CA 

Jan 22 Spankys, Riverside CA 

Jan 23 The Soma, San Diego CA 

Jan 24 5209 Club, Huntington Beach CA 
For a full round up of bands in the 
Boston area check out Shanty Dan's Scene 
Report later in this issue. 


100 Men have yet another new contact 
address. You can now reach them at; OHM 
Promotions, 22a Frinton Kvad, Stamford 
Hill, London, N15 6NH. The band are 
currently organizing two big tours for 
1993. The first will take in dates in 
Italy, Austria, Germany and 
Czechoslovakia. The second tour will 
cover October, November and December and 
also involves Californian outfit Durango 
95 in a mammoth venture tying in West 
and East US coasts, the UK and Europe. 


Yet another new band to appear on the 
blossoming Californian ska scene are Six 
Feet Deep. Six Feet Deep have a seven 
strong line up and were formerly known 
as The Imperials (who had a track on 
last year's California Ska Quake LP). 
Six Feet Deep have a new six track tape 
available. Those interested should send 
3 US dollars to; Darr Records, 6761 
Toler Ave, Bell Gardens, CA 90201, USA. 


New York City outfit Mephiskapheles have 
released a debut four track tape called 
The Demo. Featured tracks include 
Doomsday, Dansemenot, Eskamo and Shame & 
Scandal. For ordering details contact 
Mephiskapheles at; PO Box 1068, New 
York, NY 10009, USA. 


Remaining in the Big Apple, The 
Scofflaws are back from a_ highly 
successful US tour with Desmond Dekker 
to begin work on a second album release. 
The recording will not take place before 
late 1993 as the band hope to have grown 
musically enough by then to make the 


The Scofflaws 


next LP sound different to the first 
without trying. The Scofflaws can be 
reached at; PO Box 802, Huntington, NY 
11743-0802, USA. 


Late February should see issue 4 of the 
excellent Birth Of A Hooligan zine 
hitting the streets. Yet another bumper 
edition is promised with the contents 
including features on; Mephiskaphelles, 
Village Beat, Loonee Toons, The 
Invaders, Tom Collins and Arthur Kay. 
Order your copy npw from Mick Shaw at; 
PO Box 128, Derby, DEl 9PX. 


Remaining in fanzine territory but 
moving north of the border, issue nine 
of the free newspaper Skinhead Times is 


available now. Once again a very 
informative read is on offer with just 
about everything of interest to 


skinheads covered. For details of this 
and all other ST Publishing products 
contact; PO Box 12, Dunoon, Argyll, 
Scotland, PA23 7BQ. 


IF YOU WANT TO 
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Eastleigh outfit Loonee Toons have 
released a new limited edition cassette. 
The tape features six original tracks; 
Hitman (live), I Won't Be There, I Don't 
Think So, Simmer Down, Truth In Your 
Eyes and No Longer Care and was recorded 
between 15th and 27th November. The tape 
is available with full sleeve notes from 
Too Hot Records for £3.50 (cheques 
payable to G. Wyrill). Contact; Unit 7, 
Cable Street Workshops, Cable Street, 
Northam, Southampton, SOl 1RJ. 


ROBEY, 240 SEVEN SISTERS ROAD, LONDON 
Tel: 071-263 4581 or 071-272 5356 


International SKA Festival VIII 


FRI 12 FEB G 3 
8.00pm - 2.00am BI 5 fi 
LAUREL AITKEN & 7 


Adm: £ 
sere oa THE FOREST HILLBILLIES 


(featuring the cream of 
{ The Selecter, Bad Manners, Rico, plus Jenny Belle Star) 


SAT 13 FEB 6.00pm - 2.00am Adm: £8.00 


THE SELECTER « 


THE DELTONES 
MAROON TOWN * COSMICS 


SUN 14 FEB 3.00pm - 11.00pm Adm: £8.00 


THE LAMBRETTAS .. 


JUDGE DREAD * HOT KNIVES 
KING HAMMOND * NEWMATICS 
THE CLUB 


The tail end of January will see Newbury 

outfit The Bakesys heading off to the 

continent for a three date German tour 

which will include an appearance at the 

Stuttgart Ska Festival. Catch them live 

at; 

Jan 27 Schwimmbad, Heidelberg 
(supporting The Busters) 

Jan 29 Feuerwehrhaus, Stuttgart 

Jan 30 Epplehaus, Tubingen 

On their return to England The Bakesys 

hope to release a debut six track EP 

called Animated Violence. 


The Stuttgart Ska Festival is in fact a 
two day event taking place on the 29th 
and 30th January at Alten Feuerwehrhaus 


Heslach, Stuttgart. Bands lined up to 
play include; The Busters, Ngobo Ngobo, 
The Bakesys and Pharaoh House Crash on 
day one and Maroon Town, Mr Review, 
Skaboom and Sharp Sound Connection on 
day two. For further details contact; 
Cumulus, Lazarettstr. 14, D-7000 
Stuttgart 1, Germany. 


Hereford based label Next Step Records 
have released three new 7" singles 
guaranteed to keep all you authentic ska 
and roots reggae fans happy. The first 
is Rough And Tough, a _ collaboration 
between Mike Brooks, Earl Sixteen and 
Skaville Train. The second is Mike 
Brooks' Children Of Babylon and the 
third comes courtesy of Japan's finest 
The Ska Flames with Old Rocking Chair. 


The Ska Flames are at present recording 
tracks for a new album, which should see 
release on Next Step in March. Next Step 
will also be releasing on 7" single the 
original versions of The Ska Flames' 
tracks Tokyo Shot and Ray Hyman, 
previously available only in Japan. 
These are different to the versions of 
the tracks that appeared on the Gaz's 
Rockin Records release Ska Fever. For 
details of all Next Step product 
contact; Next Step Records, 15 Trilleck 
Avenue, Hereford, HR2 7HX. 


The Skeletones have released a fifteen 
track album called Skank With 
Boneshaker. Available on both cassette 
and CD formats, you can get ordering 
details for this & Skeletones' singles, 
posters, T-shirts and_ stickers by 
contacting the band at; MJC INC., 6101 
Quail Valley Court, Riverside, CA 92507, 
USA, 


News of 3 zines with new issues just 
out. Issue 1 of Skalicious concentrates 
on the Yank scene with features on The 
Skunks, Skeletones & Dance Hall Crashers 
. Contact; Vini, PO Box 1184, Pelham, AL 
35124, USA. Issue 10 of Tighten Up, 
latest in a long line of excellent 
editions, includes stuff on Arthur Kay, 
The Toasters & Madstock. Contact; 1 Shah 
Place, Ramsgate, Kent, CTll 7QD. Issue 
10 of SOS Bote is full of news, reviews 
& upcoming gig dates & features an 
extensive mail order service. Contact; 
SOS Bote, Scheffold, Postfach 2211, 7990 
Friedrichshafen, Germany. 


After some time off to concentrate on ARK Gosco's 
other projects, Maroon Town are back in 


action with three new members in the KASTERS 


line-up. The band have an album's worth 


of new material which they intend to 30. 12. Skankin’ Round The X-Mas Tree 
record for vinyl in the near future. 05. 03. Thun / Café Mocca 

What's promised for the new LP is an 06. 03. Kirchheim / Jugendhaus 
extension of the ska/rap/dance cocktail 07. 03. Altenmarkt / Café Libella 


that made the.r debut album High And Dry 05. 04. Dresden / Barenzwinger 
one of the finest releases in recent 
years. The band also have a new contact 
address - Worldbeat Promotions, Tel 
Strasse 7, 8280 Kreuzlingen, Switzerland 


Mark Foggo's Skasters are set to release 
Yank outfit Let's Go Bowling hope to a new single and video clip in the very 


near future. The track is called Bumpy 


release a new two track 7" single with 
Airlines and is taken from the Skasters' 


limited distribution in the near future. 


They also plan to record demos for a latest album Couldnt Play Ska. Contact 
second album and then shop around for a Foggo and his cronies at; Vredesplein 
label to release it. For more 16, 5612 GK Eindhoven, Holland. Fellow 
information on Let's Go Bowling contact Dutch outfit Mr Review have a new LP due 
them at; PO Box 5522, Fresno, CA out soon entitled Lock, Stock & Barrell, 
93755-5522, USA. more details on this hopefully in the 


next issue. 
Canadian outfit Me Mom And Morgentaler . 
have recently recorded a new LP to Nick Welsh, he of Bad Manners, King 
follow up their independently released Hammond, The Selecter and now Big 5 


five song EP Clown Heaven And Hell. The fame, is launching a new vinyl only 
new album features thirteen tracks and label called The Wax Company. The first 
was recorded at Le Studio Morin Heights release should see the light of day in 
and produced by Glen Robinson. The band February and will be a ragga version of 


hope to release the new LP soon but are Madness by The Selecter and Prince 
presently shopping around for the right Buster. This will be followed by Big 5's 
deal. For more Me Mom And Morgentaler debut single, a four track Selecter EP 
information write to the band at; Bag titled Shame & Scandal and a five track 


End, 3609 St. Laurent Blvd, Montreal, mini album from Big 5. 
Quebec, H3X 2E5, Canada. 


Big 5 will be on the road for a mini 
tour in January and February you can 
catch them live at; 

Jan 08 Jericho Tavern, Oxford 

Jan 09 The Robey, London 

dan 15 Anglia Cllege, Chelmsford 

Jan 16 Joiners Arms, Southampton 

Jan 21 TJ's, Newport 

Jan 22 Entertainer, Hereford 

Jan 23 After Dark, Reading 

Feb 05 Market Tavern, Kidderminster 

Feb 06 Duchess Of York, Leeds 

Feb 12 The Robey, London 

The Selecter are currently planning a 
tour for February and then will be 
taking time out to concentrate on 
recording new material. 


latornational ae ews 


boston special: 
shanty dan’s 


Greetings from Boston. The ska _ scene 
here is at an all time high with several 
new releases and some great new bands. I 
guess the biggest newsflashes are that 
the Mighty Mighty Bosstones returned 
from a very successful skacore tour of 
Europe and announced that they have 
signed with Mercury Records. Also Bim 
Skala Bim have signed an_ exclusive 
distribution deal with Relativity/Sony 
and have just released their fourth 
album, Bones, on their new label RED/BIB 
Records. The first single and video from 
Bones, a ska Pink Floyd cover, Brain 
Damage, is already a local hit on WFNS 
and is beginning to chart nationally. 


Three new ska bands appeared recently in 
town; Steady Earnest, The Allstonians 
and Beat Soup. Steady Earnest is made up 
of me, Dan Vitale - singer of Bim Skala 
Bim, along with members of The Hi Hats, 
Ska'd For Life, Dig This, Oddly Enough 
and Skam playing mostly original 
rocksteady, soul, ska and rockers but we 
also do a cover version of Prince 
Buster's Take It Easy (and its also 
where we got our name). For a 5 song 
tape send 5 dollars to; Steady Earnest, 
1470 Beacon St. *62, Brookline, MA 
02146, USA. 


The Allstonians is yet another allstar 
ska band with members of Ska'd For Life, 
Mr Cranky, Agent 13, Skam and Steady 
Earnest. They sport a 5 piece horn 
section and King K Shnider on vocals. 
Beat Soup have been playing out a couple 
of months now. I haven't seen them yet 
but the word through the grapevine is 
that they are very good and they have a 
new tape, i hope to get their address 
for the next issue so youycan order that 
too. 


Thumper are another in the steady stream 
of talented ska bands to emerge from 
Somerville Mass. Theirs is an 
interesting mix of ska and hardcore with 
great vocals by Ted. Thumper are set to 
release a new eleven song CD in the near 
future. The Hi Hats are really beginning 
to pack in good crowds around town with 
their ska and funk dance music. They 
will be in the studio soon to begin 
recording their first album but in the 
meantime they have a five song tape you 
can get by sending 5 dollars to; Hi 
Hats, 15 North Beacon St *1004, Allistan 
Mass 02134, USA. 


The Mashin Up The Nation volume 1 and 2 
CD is finally out after a two year 
delay. It features 20 bands from all 
over the US and is available for 10 
dollars from; Square Records, PO Box 
1926, Harvard Square Station, Cambridge, 
MA 02238, USA. Steve Barry and i are 
just beginning to compile a new Boston 
ska compilation, Mash It Up Volume 2, so 
far we have Mr Cranky, Steady Earnest, 
The Hi Hats, Thumper, Who Be Dat, The 
Incredible Casals plus 5 more. 


Mr Cranky are making a strong comeback 
after a short breakup and some minor 
line-up - changes. They have just 
completed a great live to 8 track 
digital tape at Nightstage with 


production by Steve (Mr Beautiful) 
Barry. I was lucky enough to get an 
advance copy and i must say these guys 
have really got some clever original ska 
songs, but their version of Johnny 
Cash's Ring Of Fire is an instant 
classic. Send 6 dollars to Mr Cranky, 
121 Museum St. *3, Somerville, Mass 
02143, USA for your own copy of this 9 
song tape. 


Well thats it for now, next time i will 
tell you about the monster ska world 
compilation coming out on BIB Records in 
the US. The CD will feature amongst 
others; The Nutty Boys, Bim, Prince 
Buster and Special Beat. By the next 
issue more tracks will be confirmed so i 
will have some surprises! Till then 
support your local ska scene - Shanty 
Dan (Bim Skala Bim, Steady Earnest). 


1 Bad Manners 
2 No Sports 

3 Hotknives 

4 Special Beat 
5 100 Men 


READERS 
POLL 


Best Live Band 
1 Special Beat 
2 The Selecter 
3 Madness 
4 Hotknives 
5 No Sports 


Best Newcomer 

1 Back To The Planet 
2 Ngobo Ngobo 

3 The Club 

4 Loonee Toons 

5 Fun Republic 


Best Single 

1 Madness-The Harder They Come 
2 The Skunks-Pinata 

3 Tom Collins—Chaplinesque 

4 Ngobo Ngobo-Good For U Man 

5 100 Men-Time Is Tight 


Best Album 

1 Madness-Madstock: 

2 The Selecter-Out On The Streets 

3 No Sports-Successfools 

4 The Toasters-New York Fever 

5 Mighty Mighty Bosstones-More Noise 


Personality 

1 Buster Bloodvessel 
2 Pauline Black 

3 Laurel Aitken 

4 Nick Murphy 

5 Rico Rodriguez 


Loonee Toons were formed in their 
hometown of Eastleigh, Hampshire at the 
tail end of 1989. The band rose from the 
ashes of defunct soul outfit Black And 
Blue (who had been together through the 
eighties). When Black And Blue split 
some of its members joined dance bands 
The Shamen and Shine, while Steve and 
John Gale (bass guitar and alto sax), 
Jason Richardson (tenor sax) and Trevor 
Swift (baritone sax) set upon the idea 
of forming a ska band. 


They had all grown up in the early 
eighties listening to 2 tone and reggae 
and decided this was the sort of music 
they wanted to play. The name Loonee 
Toons was adopted because the band hoped 
to generate a mad high energy stage 
performance. The band advertised locally 
for new members and after a few had come 
and gone the current Loonee Toons line 
up was completed by; Justin Digweed 
(rhythm guitar), Danny Searle (vocals), 
Keith Weston (drums), Richard Downes 
(keyboard) and Kev Dawkins (trumpet). 


Loonee Toons' first live performance was 
in January 1991 supporting Skarper and 
The Bakesys at Southsea Pier in 
Portsmouth. The show was a great success 
for the band and they have never looked 
back. To date they have notched up over 
300 live shows together, in the process 
appearing alongside amongst others; Des 
Dekker, Laurel Aitken, Bad Manners, 
Selecter, Hotknives, Lambrettas and 
Natural Rhythm, The band who have 
impressed Loonee Toons most are The 


Hotknives, whose unique and different 
sound makes them stand head and 
shoulders above the rest. 


Loonee Toons' own sound is_ best 
described as solid ska with stax of sax. 
They have a big sixties soul/Motown 
influence but are in the main inspired 
by the driving 79 ska sound. The band 
all contribute to the writing of 
material but it's drummer Keith who is 
responsible for most of the new tunes & 
lyrics. At first Loonee Toons attracted 
a mainly ex-soul boy following. During 
the course of 92 the band began to 
attract a large rude boy and scooterist 
crowd and indeed their music goes down 
well with a whole cross section of 


people. 


Loonee Toons recently recorded a six 
track cassette at the Tokyo House 
Recording Studio in Fareham. The tape 
was engineered and produced by Clyde 
Ward and his side kick Otis, (who 
specialize in remixing tracks and 
selling them to German’ publishing 
companies). Taking into account the 
limited time and budget involved, the 
band are very pleased with the tape. In 
total they recorded eleven original 
tracks including several dub versions. 


Loonee Toons hope to release an album in 
the near future and are also planning a 
7" single which will probably see 
release in April. The band hope to keep 
the price of the album as low as 
possible to thank their fans for the 
constant support they have shown. Gig 
wise Loonee Toons will be = playing 
locally through January and then hope to 
set up gigs on the London circuit and in 
the north of England. 


Loonee Toons have fast become one of the 
best known bands on the South Coast. 
They reached the Final of the Portsmouth 
Battle of The Bands and have picked up 
good local radio and press coverage. 
Despite all this the band remain one of 
the least known bands on the national 
ska scene, having received sparse 
fanzine coverage and having not played 
at any of the big festivals in London. 
In 1993 Loonee Toons hope to rectify 
this situation so watch out for them 
live in your town and loud on your 
stereo! 


One of the most popular and = successful 
components of the German ska movement in 
the late eighties was Bavarian outfit 
Skaos. Skaos had been formed as a school 
band back in 1981 and from 1986 onwards 
played storming live shows all around 
Europe. As a result of these and two 
superb studio albums, Beware and Catch 
This Beat, Skaos rose to the top of the 
European ska tree. 


REPUBLIC 


At the end of 1990, however, four 
members of the band decided to call it a 
day and so the curtain fell for the last 
time on Skaos. As the old saying goes 
every cloud has a silver lining, and in 
this case the silver lining was Fun 
Republic, a new band formed by the 
remaining members of Skaos plus a few 
new recruits at the beginning of 1991. 
The full line up of Fun Republic is; 
Wolley (lead vocals & trombone), Master 
Schussel (guitar), Bobi (drums), Tom Fux 
(keyboard), St. Thomas (sax), Pit 
Pitterson (guitar and backing vocals), 
Ice Scholl (bass), Raven (trumpet) and 
Rainer Beauty S (percussion). 


With three members of Fun Republic being 
Skaos members as well, it is difficult 
to find a brand new Fun Republic sound, 
but what they have conjured up is a 
mixture of strong reggae grooves, a dash 
of freakf...kfloorspastrankroll and last 
but not least powerful ska rhythms. 


In their heyday period between 1987 an 
1990 Skaos pumped out in the region 
thirty live performances per year. Fu 
Republic have thus far been less activ 
in the live arena as they find thei 
feet as a band and experiment with thei 
sound. During the course of 1992 Fu 
Republic played ten gigs, mainly clos 
to their hometown area. 


1992 also saw the first studi 
recordings by Fun Republic in a_ smal 
studio near the band's hometown of Ul 
in Southern Germany. Three tracks wer 
recorded; Hold Me Tight, Racist Worl] 
and Out In The Dark, but these song 
were only demo-versions and not ye 
released because Fun Republic were stil 
not totally happy with the arrangemer 
and style of the tracks. Since this tim 
the track Racist World has been recorde 
again, mixed at the Pork Pie Studios i 
Berlin by Matzge and released on the Sk 
Skandal volume 3 compilation by Pork Pi 
Records. 


1993 looks set to be the year that Fu 
Republic really establish themselves o 
the German ska scene. Their contributio 
to the Skandal compilation has been wel 
received by press and public alike an 
as a_ result the next few months shoul 
see Fun Republic hitting the German liv 
circuit in earnest with shows all aroun 
the country. 


A debut Fun Republic album looks a mor 
distant proposition as the band fee 
they need to work hard on ne 
compositions and see no sense i 
releasing material which does no 
fulfill their ideas totally. For mor 
information on Fun Republic contact Ral 
Lang at; Shark Promotion, Rugendasstr 
4a, D-8900 Augsburg, Germany. 


The original idea for the Big 5 project 
formed in the mind of bass player Nick 
Welsh about two years ago when he was 
still a member of Bad Manners. He wanted 
to put together a band to play the songs 
he was writing at the time his own way. 
Shortly after this however Nick became 
involved in the reformed Selecter outfit 
and this meant plans for his own band 
were put on hold. 


BIG 


In July 1992, however, Prince Buster 
asked Nick to put together a backing 
band for his London show. Nick obliged 
and called the outfit Big 5 out of 
respect to the man. The main idea behind 
the band now is just to make good music 
but without any particular regular line 
up. The only permanent band members are 
Nick and drummer Perry Melvis (currently 
with The Selecter but who has also 
worked with On-U-Sound, Eddy Grant and 
Bad Manners). 


At present the Big 5 line up is 
completed by; Martin Stewart on 
keyboards, David Horne on guitar (both 
ex-Bad Manners), the legendary Rico 
Rodriguez on trombone and last but not 
least Jennie B on vocals (ex-Belle 
Stars), who along with Nick is 
responsible for the writing of the Big 5 
material. The Big 5 sound is probably 
best described as 90's music witha 
sense of history, the band drawing 
heavily on dance, ska, ragga and funk 
influences in their material. 


Big 5's first live appearance was in 
October 1992 at The Robey in London 
(surprise surprise) and was according to 
Nick "a bit of a shambles". What Nick 
did discover was that people were really 
into the band's new material, so that 
was great. Those outside London will 
soon be able to sample Big 5 live as the 
band will be playing all over England in 
the next few months (see news section 
for details). Big 5 are also currently 
planning a US tour for April. 


While most of us were busy stuffing 
ourselves with turkey, chocolates and 
booze over Christmas, Big 5 were hard at 
work in the studio. The results of their 
toil, a five track mini album called 
Sweet And Funky, will be released on Wax 
Company Records in March. The Wax 
Company is a new vinyl-only label being 
set up by Nick. Future releases on the 
label will include a single by Prince 
Buster and The Selecter featuring a new 
version of Madness, and a four track 
maxi single from The Selecter featuring 
the tracks; Shame & Scandal, Kingston 
Affair, Other Side Of Love and Justice. 


Just because Big 5 are busy, this does 
not mean The Selecter wont be. This year 
The Selecter will be concentrating more 
on recording, they have done a lot of 
live work and they feel now is the time 
for new material. Big 5 are set to 
headline the first night of the Robey 
Ska Festival in February, people should 
not come along expecting to hear lots of 
old songs, Big 5 are a new band playing 
new songs. With no fixed line up their 
musicians will come and go but the music 
will move forward! 


S 


Six Track Sampler 

Loonee Toons 

Too Hot Records 

The new year licks off with a real 
stormer of a _ release which shows 
Eastleigh outfit Loonee Toons to be one 
of the hottest new properties on not 
just the UK but the worldwide ska scene. 
From the smooth reggae of I Don't Think 
So, the Blues Brothers/ska cocktail of 
Simmer Down, to the uptempo bouncy skank 
of Hitman, all six tracks are vibrantly 
confident with first rate vocals anda 
superb brass accompanyment. Essential 
stuff! 


Earzone Friendly 

Back To The Planet 

Arthur Mix Records 

Currehtly being touted by both the 
Melody Maker and NME as the next big 
thing and on the verge of a major deal 
with London Records, this London five 
piece outfit seemingly have the world at 
their feet. And quite rightly so on the 
evidence of this seven track offering. 
Back To The Planet are a collision of a 
range of musical influences too numerous 
to list, but its all underpinned by deep 
dark dub and scorching ska rhythms 
guaranteed to pack any dancefloor. 


fecords 


Changes To The Few 

The Specs 

Sinbad Records 

As with the vast majority of Californian 
ska bands, The Specs’ output on this ten 
track release is a breezy happy-go-lucky 
affair - must be something to do with 
all the sun, sea and sand on offer out 
there! Pick of a toe-tappingly 
infectious collection of songs are the 
breezy uptempo ska romps Dance With Me 
and Bush Clearing. 


Adventures In The Kingdom Of Music 

Fun Republic 

Fun Republic Music 

With three ex-members of the brilliant 
but now sadly defunct German band Skaos 
in the Fun Republic line up, its hardly 
surprising that this three track demo 
evokes memories of the excellent Skaos 
LPs Beware and Catch This Beat. The 
tracks on offer here, Hold Me Tight, 
Racist World and Out In The Dark are a 
mixture of high quality smooth reggae 
grooves and pulsating uptempo ska and 
all possess an immediate in your face 
catchiness. Most definately a band to 
watch out for in 1993, 


The Demo 

Mephiskapheles 

Pass The Virgin Music 

"Four nifty songs to sacrifice by" it 
says on the inlay card - well i don't 
know about that, but The Mephiskapheles 
certainly serve up a heady brew of 
sixties style ska on this tape. Their 
sound is very reminiscent of fellow New 
Yorkers The Scofflaws, with heavy brass 
overlying a rich blend of up and 
downtempo heave hoe pattern ska, the 
best examples of this being the 
explosive Doomsday and more laid-back 
Eskamo. 


Fake 

Too Hot 

Too Hot Music 

From the ashes of the excellent Devon 
outfit Tighten Up rises a new band, Too 
Hot, with this debut four track demo. 
Another fine example of the strength in 
depth of new talent on the English 
scene, Too Hot deliver a powerful brass 
driven bouncy uptempo sound on songs 
like Grandad and Fake and there is an 
excellent live version of the classic 
Guns Of Navarone thrown in for good 
measure. 


GésaK Promotions 
Present 
LONDON’S HIGHLY RATED 


MAROON 
TOWN 


The BAKESYS 


St. Francis Hall, aude Avenue 
EASTLEIGH 


on 


Saturday 27th February 1993 
Doors Open 7.00pm 


Tickets £3 each 


Available from: 


